
 

August 27, 2026 

 

Dear Members and Friends of Moravian Congregations in the Northern and 
Southern Provinces: 

       ​  Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Creator; Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
Lord, and Chief Elder; and the Holy Spirit who sustains and blesses us.  Greetings 
from the 20th Inter-Provincial Bishops’ Conference at Mt. Morris, Wisconsin where 
bishops residing in the Northern and Southern Provinces have been meeting for 
study, prayer, and discussions of issues facing our church and clergy. 

       ​  Pastoral letters from bishops after previous conferences have identified the 
challenges which were being faced by our Moravian Church and other 
denominations throughout our nations. We all see the polarization which divides 
us: competing economic systems, treatment of immigrants, racism, and Christian 
nationalism. We wonder what the future will bring. 

       ​  We lament that couples, families, congregations and communities have 
found it almost impossible to talk about this situation without it becoming volatile 
and divisive.  We further lament any attacks by national leaders on the sovereignty 
and dignity of other nations, causing alienation, deeper resentments and fear, and 
wider divisions among all people in our world. 

       ​  We ask, “What can I do?”  or  “What can the church do?”  Perhaps what we 
should be asking is “What does God want us to do?”   We begin with prayer, 
asking God for guidance, courage, and wisdom to help us move forward toward 



greater communication and understanding.  Perhaps the next step is for the Church 
to be an example by initiating shared mission and dialogue between people with 
divergent viewpoints.  Most of our congregations have individuals on both sides of 
these and other issues, yet they break bread together.  What if we would invite 
people with different political perspectives to gather for a time of mission and 
dialogue?  The time of mission unites us in the ministry to which Christ has called 
us; and the shared dialogue is a time to listen and learn from one another; and to be 
held in light of the fruit of the Spirit as listed in Galatians 5:22-23  - “love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”   

       ​  Each congregation is unique, and how this process would occur in each 
church will be different. As bishops we are available and willing to assist you in 
this ministry of mutual service and understanding.  Please let us know how we can 
be of help.  We encourage and challenge the Joint Board or Unified Board and the 
pastor(s) of each of our Moravian Congregations to consider how our members 
might become more understanding of each other; and the church might serve as an 
example for our communities. 

“In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All Things Love” 

Our Lamb Has Conquered, Let us Follow Him! 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Bishops of the Northern and Southern Province 

 



Bishops of the Northern and Southern Province  

Names                   ​           ​ ​ Telephone Number                               ​  Email 
Address 

D. Wayne Burkette             ​  (336) 945-6714                           ​  dwburkette@gmail.com 
Dion Christopher                ​  (340) 690-4708                           ​  dcnp2La@gmail.com 
M. Blair Couch                  ​  (484) 553-3213                           ​  mblairc@aol.com 
Brian Dixon                            (701) 388-3920                  ​  pastor@emmausmoravian.org 
Nasel Ephraim                   ​  (215) 758-7029                  ​  mountephraim@icloud.com 
Carol A. Foltz                    ​  (336) 926-0381                           ​  carolfoltz91@gmail.com 
J. Christian Giesler             ​  (484) 221-5489                           ​  rtrevchris@gmail.com 
Amy Gohdes-Luhman         ​  (507) 581-2141         ​     ​  amy@moravianmission.org 
Paul A. Graf                      ​  (920) 559-2949                           ​  pagraf@charter.net 
Samuel J. Gray                   ​  (336) 399-9534                           ​  sam@newphilly.org 
Michael E. Johnson            ​  (347) 613-5877                  ​  manchesterian@yahoo.com 
Douglas H. Kleintop           ​  (610) 730-1466         ​       ​  bishopdkleintop@rcn.com 
Nola Reed Knouse              ​  (336) 813-3758                  ​  knousenola@gmail.com 
John D. Rights                   ​  (336) 546-7312                  ​  jrights@bellsouth.net 
Lane A. Sapp                     ​  (336) 701-5005                           ​  lsapp@mcsp.org 
G. Thomas Shelton             ​  (386) 717-9326                  ​  g3org3sh3lton@gmail.com 
Kay Ward                          ​  (715) 421-9194                           ​  kayward142@gmail.com 
  
 


